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UM AND PARTNERS TO DELIVER
CHILDHOOD MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES IN INDIAN COUNTRY
MISSOULA About one in four children experience a significant traumatic event before age 16, but
only 8 percent of these children receive mental health services. Many of these kids develop
symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder and suffer significant academic and social setbacks
that may contribute to domestic, economic and legal problems throughout their lives.
Aaron Morsette, a trauma specialist from the Rocky Boy Indian Reservation, said, “In
Montana, traumatic events are particularly common in Indian Country. Some studies suggest
up to 22 percent of Native Americans may suffer from PTSD.”
Thanks to a recent $1.6 million, four-year award from the U.S. Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Service Administration, The University of Montana will research traumatic
stress on the Rocky Boy Reservation and provide school-based trauma services to children and
teens from the Chippewa-Cree tribe.
Morsette and his UM team members at the Division of Educational Research and
Service (DERS) and the Department of Psychology will partner with trauma experts from
RAND Corp., the University of California, Los Angeles, and Duke University.
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“This is a prestigious grant for UM, and it places us squarely in the middle of nationallevel research efforts that are increasingly important because of homeland security concerns,”
said UM President George Dennison.
One of the project’s recent accomplishments was gaining approval from the state Board
of Regents to establish the Montana Center for the Investigation and Treatment of Childhood
Trauma.
“UM has a commitment to reach out to reservation communities,” Dennison said.
“This center provides a good example of our commitment, as well as our success collaborating
with private sector partners such as RAND.”
Rick van den Pol, the project’s primary researcher, said this trauma work builds on the
Safe Schools Project and COPS in Schools grants at DERS.
“We’ve been providing suicide prevention and conflict resolution programs in Indian
schools for several years,” he said. “Delivering mental health services to children is an equally
critical early intervention strategy.”
The grant will enable program coordinators to offer official trainings at Rocky Boy and
Box Elder schools in the middle of August and begin providing services to children this fall.
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